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This paper is the result of my increasing interest in
the status of women and criminal behavior. In order to be able
to present ideas and conduct research in both areas I decided
to concentrate upon female prisoners of a state prison.
During my efforts to explore female criminality it became
increasingly apparent that a sample population would be necessary
for the purpose of collecting data and possibly for testing
various hypotheses regarding women criminals. In Georgia female
prisoners are detained at the Georgia Rehabilitation Center for
Women C6RCW) at Hardwick, Georgia. There I began the long
process of discussing the feasibility of utilizing some of the
inmates as a sample population, securing permission to do so from
prison officials, and selecting the sample. The Georgia Rehabili
tation Center for Women CGRCW) was selected because of its
accessibility and because of my special interest in that insti
tution, as a native Georgia, in the status of female prisoners
in this state.
Methodology
Thirty-nine from a total population of 27 7 names were
randomly selected as possible participants from the Georgia
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Rehabilitation Center for Women Population Report, dated June
6, 1974. This document is a computerized listing and provides










10. Tentative release date





16. Date assigned to institution
17. Transfer / reason — previous location
18. Escapes / number — last recapture date
19. Sentences / number — years and/or months
The thirty-nine women were first to be polled by one of the
on-site counselors for the purpose of determining whether they
would like to participate and their ability to do so given the
limitations of their schedules. This was assigned to the
counselors because of their accessibility to the inmates. The
twenty-nine women who would ultimately compose the sample were
to be selected in tiMs manner. Twenty-nine was the desired
number of respondents and represented approximately one tenth
of the average daily population of three hundred and was also
the maximum number feasible for a study of this kind.
Ten inmates were later substituted for other originally
chosen by the counselors on a random basis due to the unavailability
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of the originally selected respondents. Their presence in the
sample may have altered the composition of the sample, but the
difference is not felt to be significant. The final sample
consisted of twenty-eight respondents — twenty-one or 75 per
cent of whom were black and seven or 2 5 per cent were white.
The sample is representative of the racial composition of the
inmate population from which they were selected.
A common instrument was utilized to interview respondents
(Appendix I). The instrument used was a questionnaire designed
to elicit maximum information in the areas selected while
retaining its simplicity. Eighteen respondents were administered
the questionnaire in a group setting. Despite some concern on
the part of prison officials as to the ability of the respondents
to complete the questionnaire without assistance, all but one
respondent was able to do so. The remaining ten inmates were
interviewed by either Susan Ross, Belle Harrison or myself, with
the interviewer asking the questions and completing the instrument
in individual interview situations.
Statement of Thesis
The focus of this paper is the female criminal who has
been incarcerated. Criminals, as will be further detailed
elsewhere in this paper, are those persons that have been adjudi
cated guilty of a criminal offense by a legally recognized court.
They may or may not be imprisoned. Offenders, for the sake of
.it-
clarity, are those persons who are alleged to have or who have,
in fact, committed criminal offenses but have not been adjudicated
guilty of them by a court of law.
Whether there are or are not significant behavioral
differences between offenders and criminals is difficult to
determine. There is inadequate data to support conclusively
either the position that there are significant differences or that
there are not regarding these two groups of people. A major
reason for this lack of data is the difficulty of obtaining
information on the character or characteristics of offenders who
have not been processed through the criminal justice system
(arrested, tried, and convicted). As a result, research that
seeks to assign a set of characteristics which relate exclusively
to offenders and criminals rather than law-abiding citizens
commits itself to a virtually impossible task based upon the
data available.
Since this research is of a very exploratory nature no
hypothesis was presented. It is an effort to provide documentation
of the characteristics and criminal behavior of inmates of GRCW
and to provide a basis for future research.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
A review of literature in the fields of crime, criminal
behavior and criminology revealed a dearth of information on
female offenders. As a matter of fact, even those authors
who alluded to the differentials between male and female
criminals or who mentioned the occurrence of female criminality
incidentally were in a distinct minority. It appears from
the literature that the study of female criminals constitutes
a very insignificant area.
I felt that it was also necessary to review some of the
literature pertaining to crime and criminal behavior in a
general sense so that my exploratory efforts would be grounded
substantially enough- to serve as a basis for further study and
comparison and to provide a foundation for understanding the
climate in which people, both, men and women, are adjudicated
guilty of criminal offenses and sentenced to prison. In so
doing, the necessity of exploring the relationships between the
definitions of crime, criminality, and the facts of crime
reporting as they relate to persons serving prison sentences
as well as to the general public hecame apparent.
Definitions of crime are abundant. A few are mentioned
here to illustrate the variety of approaches and perspectives
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with which a researcher may be confronted. Hopefully by so
doing the lack of consensus achieved will be demonstrated.
The significance of this conglomeration of definitions is that
each determines what is meant by its proponent only he or
she speaks of "crime." More pertinently, "... one's feeling
about the word !crime1 provides one with the vision for studying
1
crime." As one of the major concerns of our society today,
crime requires much more rigorous appraisal than it receives from
official members of society. The absence of a common basis for
discussion may account for the lack of success officials have had
in effectively combating crime. Adding to the confusion are the
labels assigned to various kinds of crime, i.e. white collar
crime, street crime, violent crime, etc. The implication often
received from these labels and discussions is that some kinds of
Tcrime* are more permissable than others.
Rather than defining crime in static terms, Blumberg
prefers to enumerate several factors which he considers to be
components of a crime. All five components in his definition
must be present for a crime to have occurred.
1. There must be an act of commission or omission.
2. There must be evil intent.
3. The act must involve violation of a specific legal
code.
1
Richard Quinney, Crime and Justice in Society CBoston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1969), p. 1.
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4. There must be harmful consequences of some kind,
precipitated by the illegal behavior; and
5. There must be a sanction or punishment of some
kind imposed for the breach.-2
Richard Quinney takes a much more encompassing view of
crime. In addition the person who actually commits the deed
which is designated as a crime, his analysis involves other
persons as participants in the process.
Crime is a definition of behavior that is
conferred on some persons by others. Agents
of the law (legislators, police, prosecutors
and judges), representing segments of a
politically organized society are responsible
for formulating and administering criminal
law. Persons and behavior therefore, become
criminal because of the formulation and appli
cation of criminal definitions. Thus, crime
is created.3
He also mentions that these definitions may vary at different
times in history and in different locales. It would appear from
his statements that the behavior defined as criminal at any given
point in time would be subject to the constraints of the cultural
and social milieu in which it originates. This definition
assigns no responsibility to the person whose behavior is labeled
criminal. The implication is that the labelling is imposed
by outside forces and that the behavior of the individual is
incidental.
2
Abraham S. Blumberg, Current Perspectives on Criminal
Behavior (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1974, p. 19.
3
Richard Quinney, The Social Reality of Crime (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1970), p. 16.
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The legalistic response, however, defines criminals as
11 . . . those . . . who have been adjudicated as such by the
courts". This definition of criminality assigns no criminal
status to those persons who have committed offenses but who,
for one reason or another, have not been found guilty by the
courts. According to this definition it is not necessarily the
violation of the criminal law which determines one's criminal
status, but rather, his or her success or lack of success in
negotiating and/or eluding apprehension, arrest, and conviction,
One might say then, that, in addition to the persons who have
violated the criminal code, others who are unable or unwilling
to successfully negotiate these three steps may also be labeled
criminals.
The definition provided by Walter C. Reckless is perhaps
the most nebulous of all. He states that the "... fact of
crime is the reporting of a violation of a criminal code.
5
Anything else is not crime in fact." This definition makes
no mention of the fact that the criminal code must in fact be
violated. The mere reporting of a violation is at best an
unsubstantiated claim and should not subject one to the assign
ment of criminal status. This point of view, which is central
4
Paul W. Tappan, "Who Is The Criminal," American
Sociological Review, XXXIX CFebruary 1974) a p. 97.
5
Walter C. Reckless, The Crime Problem (New York
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1955), p. 13.
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to the Uniform Crime Reports of the United States Justice
Department, based upon crimes known to the police, is most often
quoted when public officials speak of an increase in crime.
That the emphasis is placed on reporting of the crime rather
than the fact that a crime was committed seems indicative of
a tendency to acquire information which under most circumstances
would not be considered valid.
The definition which I find most acceptable for the
purposes of this paper defines crime from a legal point of view
as any act that is prohibited by law and punishable by politically
organized society in a formal proceeding. By virtue of this
definition any person who has behaved in such a manner is a
criminal, whether apprehended, arrested, and convicted. This
very logical definition presents some serious problems in terms
of its utilization in a documented research paper. It is not
possible at this time to identify, and thereby generalize about
or characterize as criminals, those persons who have in fact
violated the law but who have not been arrested, tried and
adjudicated guilty. It is therefore necessary, for the purposes
of this research, to restrict the use of the word criminal to
those persons who are known to have violated the criminal law
by virtue of their arrest and conviction.
Before the processes of apprehension, arrest and convict
ion begin, a law must be violated. Crimes involve the
participation of various sectors of society--at various levels.
-10-
For example, unless a violation of the criminal law is known
to have occurred and is reported to the police, there is no
official response to the act. The violation may then go unnoticed
indefinitely. Rarely does the person committing the violation
seek voluntarily to make his or her activity known to those
charged with the responsibility of establishing and maintaining
the laws. Most crimes that become a part of the statistics
the public hears about are as a result of their being reported
to the police. Statistics compiled by the National Council
on Crime and Delinquency reveal that Americans report more
6
than nine million crimes to the police annually.
A recent study conducted by the Atlanta Regional Com
mission which concluded that half of the city's crimes go
unreported provides some support for the statement regarding
national rates. In Atlanta the cause of such a large percentage
of unreported crimes was attributed to a feeling on the part
of the victim that the police cannot solve the crime or
7 ,
would not make an arrest. Information provided by Burkhart
suggests that their feelings may be justified.
6
Kathryn Watterson Burkhart, Women In Prison (Garden
City, N.Y.: Doubleday and Company, 1973), p. 29.
7
Frederick Allen, "Half of City's Crime Not Reported,
Study Shows, " The Atlanta Constitution, April 16, 1974,
p. 1.
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. . . police make arrests on only 12% of all
reported crimes ... Of the number arrested,
only half are found guilty. After suspended
sentences, probation and other alternatives
to prison are used up, slightly more than
1.5% of all reported lawbreakers are sentenced
to prison. One out of 30 people sentenced to
prison is^a woman.
There are some members or classes of society who are
less likely to escape apprehension and prosecution than others.
For example, black people in America and other ethnic minorities
stand a disproportionate chance of being arrested, convicted
and sentenced to prison for violations than whites. This is
supported by statistics supplied by Korn and McCorkle which
indicate that although seventy per cent of all persons arrested
for crimes in this country are members of the white race,
10
thirty per cent of the total arrested are black people. In
these instances being black may constitute a 'categoric risk1
since that fact alone may make a person more susceptible to
arrest and conviction than members of the dominant society.
Also, as noted by Burkart, women seem to be disproportion
ately absent from criminal statistics. Some criminologists,
notably Otto Pollak, feel that crimes committed by women are
8
Burkhart, Women In Prison, p. 29.
9
Reckless, The Crime Problem, p. ft.
10
Richard Korn and Lloyd McCorkle, Criminology and Penology
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1959), p. 2 4.
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greatly underreported. He devoted a significant portion of
his book, The Criminality of Women, to a discussion of the
reasons for the underreporting of crimes committed by women.
A premise which he set forth was the 'masked1 character of
women's crimes. By virtue of the kinds of roles women most
often perform (mother, nurse, maid, homemaker) they frequently
have opportunities to commit crimes which, if committed by men,
would be much more easily detectable, according to Pollak.
Offenses which he feels are underreported due to this masked
effect are shoplifting, thefts by prostitutes, domestic thefts,
11
perjury, and disturbance of the peace. The offenses which
he listed as characteristic of the masked nature of women's
crimes are also generally regarded as non-serious offenses
which may have some bearing in the matter.
Even though there are significantly fewer crimes attri
buted to women than to men, the incidence of crimes committed
12
by women is reportedly on the increase. Not only do some
criminologists feel that women's crimes are underreported,
as mentioned earlier, but others feel that those who are arrested
receive more lenient treatment in the courts than do men because
they are women. Still others attribute the apparently more
lenient treatment to the fact that in our society women are
11
Otto Pollaks The Criminality of Womena (Mew York: A.S.
Barnes and Company, Inc., 1961), p. 1.
12
Nadine Brozan, "Women In Crime," The Atlanta Constitution,
June 25, 1974, p. 7-B.
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expected to be passive and dependent and the male!s role is
to be the protective provider, which when employed in judicial
13
instances often converts itself to leniency.
Women are also more likely to be treated lightly because
14
it is often assumed that they behave irrationally. The
underlying premise here appears to be that women cannot be
held responsible for their actions. Their !misbehavior! is
either to be tolerated or disposed of by referral to a resource
that is equipped to acquaint them with the proper behavior in
a given situation. It stands to reason then that women should
be imprisoned only for the more serious offenses or only after
repeated arrests for minor offenses.
A recurring theme on the character of female criminality
15
is that women are prone to employ deceit and concealment.
Usually this greater exercise of deceit is attributed to women's
lesser physical strengths as compared to that of a mans and
the greater opportunities that women have for concealment.
Concealment and deceit, it can be argued, are desirable components
of most crimes. To the extent that they can be measured, there
13
Elmer H. Johnson, Crime, Correction and Society




Pollak, The Criminality of Women, p. 8.
-14-
is some basis for determining one group to be more or less
concerned with concealment and deceit than another. The
difficulty arises however, when one attempts to determine whether
one is more or less skillful at concealment and deceit than
another and why, or whether other forces, i.e. nature of the
crime itself, only make it appear so.
Another theory which Pollak advances is the importance
of the generative phases in the lives of women.
Particularly because of the social meaning
attached to them in our culture, the generative
phases of women (menstruation, pregnancy and
menopause) are bound to present many stumbling
blocks for the law-abiding behavior of women.™
Pollak seems to be certain that there is a relationship between
these periods and female willingness to commit crimes. In
a later passage he even states that menstruation must lead to
disturbance of the emotional balance of the individual, and is
17
thus potentially crimogenic. That a person!s normal
biological functioning is considered crime-promoting is an area
which needs further exploration. It is unlikely that positive
correlations can be found particularly when one considers that
the majority of people are not criminals. To speak definitively
of causation one must be able to isolate factors which
16




individually or which in combination with other specified
factors or conditions produce the behavior in question. What
many researchers attempt to do instead is to identify the
characteristics of various groups and/or the extent to which
these characteristics are found in the individual group members
and the degree to which they can be generalized to other
members of the general population. Information regarding
the personal characteristics of female criminals and their
criminal histories are prerequisites for serious study into
the multiple factors which may result in the commission of a
crime and the nature of the crimes which they commit.
To assign physical characteristics as explanations of
crime, or to assign as causative factors the biological
differences between male and female individuals, presumes that
individuals have no control over their behavior or that they are
unable to act independent of their various life processes.
Many of the theories that concern the incidence of
female criminality raise questions about the fact that female
prisoners constitute such a small percentage of the total
prison population. For example, women are less likely than men
to be found guilty of crimes, and there seems to be an aversion
to sending women to prison. In most instances, every other
available alternative (suspended sentence, probation) will be
exhausted before a woman receives a prison sentence. And
-16-
even when they are sentenced to prison they are generally
likely to get a shorter sentence than a man would under similar
18
conditions. Nagel theorized that judges and juries simply
find the idea of women in prison, away from their families,
19
offensive. A more accurate proposition might be that these
wives and mothers should be at home with their husbands and
children. One might then logically assume that the majority of
the women who do go to prison are hardened criminals.
A study conducted in 1972 at the Federal Prison for
Women at Alderson, West Virginia resulted in a profile of the
typical woman inmate of a federal institution.
50 per cent are under 30
33 per cent are between the ages of 15 and 24
80 per cent are married
80 per cent are mothers
15 per cent reported making in excess of $100.00 per
week on their most recent job
60% had previous criminal records20
Heffernan in her study of inmates of a women's prison
found it useful to distinguish two major classes of inmates
for the purpose of characterizing female criminals. The
first class consists of those women whose convictions were for
some form of homicide or assault, with no record of previous
18
Johnson, Crime, Correction and Society, p. 88.
19
Stuart S. Nagel, "The Tipped Scales of American Justice,"
Trans-action, May-June, 19 66, p. 6.
20
Marcia Hovey, "The Forgotten Offenders," Manpower, 1971,
p. 38.
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arrest in other criminal areas. These she labeled as "noncriminal"
21
criminals. The literature indicates that women convicted
for these crimes, assault and homicide, are most likely to be
22 23
first offenders, that the victim is most often a man and that
the love/hate syndrome is most often responsible for this
24
homicidal behavior of females.
The other class, as defined by Heffernan, is composed
of 'professionals1. Their often extensive offense history may
include burglary, robbery, check stealing and forgery. The
sale of narcotics is an offense which may be committed by
a professional but only if they are non-addicts or if drug use
appeared to be a minor factor in their offense pattern.
It is interesting and significant to note that very
rarely are women convicted of robbery or burglary. Again
the inevitable cultural assignment of roles enters into the
sphere of choices that an individual has, even in terms of
21
Ester Heffernan, Making It In Prison: The Square,
The Cool and The Life (New York: Wiley-Interscience, 1972),
p. 29.
22
Edna Walker Chandler, Women In Prison (Indianapolis:
Bobbs Merrill, 1973), p. 13.
23
Marvin E. Wolfgang, "A Sociological Analysis of
Criminal Homicide," Crime In America, ed. by Bruce J. Cohen
(Itasca, 111.: F.E. Peacock Publishers, Inc., 1970) p. 52.
24
Edith deRham, How Could She Do That? (New York:
Crown Publishers, 19 69), p. 19.
25
Heffernan, Making It In Prison, p. 29.
-18-
criminal behavior. These crimes are considered !male crimes1
because they present the pursuit of monetary gain by overt
26
action. Prostitution, forgery and narcotics sales represent
a similar effort to obtain funds illegally and by overt action.
I would suggest that women for one reason or another feel more
comfortable in these areas. One obvious factor to be considered
is that the risks are not as great nor are the penalties usually
as severe as for burglary and robbery. But the selection of
these areas of crime rather than others are significant areas
for further study.
Toward the clarification and delineation of the nature of
women1s crimes, one writer suggests that the majority of the
crimes committed by women are likely to be more serious than
those of the majority of male criminals. There will be a
higher proportion of inmates sentenced for larceny, forgery,
manslaughter, aggravated assault, and murder than for male
27
felons committed to state prisons. Unfortunately the
data to test this hypothesis was not collected in this study.
26
Pollak, The Criminality of Women, p. 29.
27
Johnson, Crimea Correction and Society, p. 88.
CHAPTER III
RESEARCH FINDINGS
The questionnaire CAppendix I) revealed interesting data
in several categories. The data compiled provides some insight
into the backgrounds of the inmates as well as their prospects
for adjusting to their prison experiences and their ability to
function outside the prison.
The data is presented categorically with tables and
statistics employed where it was felt that their use would
facilitate transmission of the information.
A. Family Size
Sheldon Gluece in his treatise on female criminality noted
that there was apparently a positive correlation between large
families and female criminality. The data confirms his findings
with a larger than average family size being evident.
V. rThere was a range of 0-16 siblings with the mean being
5.8. Slightly more than 42 per cent of the respondents reported
that they had six or more brothers and sisters.
What this may be indicative of is that many of the women
grew up in very poor families with limited opportunities for
upward mobility. What it may also indicate is, that, as children,
they received less attention and affection than they needed and
were aggressively competitive in their efforts or attempts to
-19-
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achieve recognition. It must be noted that this information
was not revealed directly by the questionnaire and is inferen
tial.
B. Urban Vs. Rural Residence
Large urban areas are reportedly more conducive to
crime, and consequently more crimes are committed there than
in rural areas. This is evidenced by higher rates of arrest
and conviction. The sample results tend to bear out the fact
that more of the persons in prison are from urban rather than
rural areas. Some consideration should be given to the increased
efficiency of police departments which can result from social
pressures placed on officials for more enforcement of the laws
and the more sophisticated techniques used by urban police
departments.
The classification for urban and rural was adopted from
the 1970 Census of Population - General Social and Economic
Characteristics , Georgia. The following cities and counties







Following these classifications, 42 per cent of the sample
was born in urban areas in Georgia, 3 2 per cent in rural areas
of the state and 2 5 per cent were born out of state. No
determination as to the urban or rural location of out of state
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origins was made. Of those born in Georgia, 42 per cent remained
in the county of their birth or were residing in the county
of their birth at the time the crime was committed, 32 per
cent had moved to another county in Georgia, and 2 5 per cent
had moved to Georgia from another state.
Sixteen (57 per cent) were reportedly living in urban
areas at the time of their crime, 39 per cent in rural areas
and 3 per cent reported that they were residing out of state
at the time the offense was committed.
C. Age
The Georgia Department of Offender Rehabilitation Report
for 1972-73 gives the average age of their female prison popu
lation as 2 8.98 years and states that 65 per cent of the
population is thirty years of age or younger and that the range
28
of ages extends from sixteen to sixty-two years.
The data from the sample indicates that 64 per cent are
under thirty-one years of age with 39 per cent under the age
of twenty-six and 5 7 per cent of the women under the age of
thirty-six and black (as illustrated in Table I).
Although the black offenders tend to be relatively young
the same is not true for the white respondents. Whites thirty
years old and younger constitute 10 per cent of the sample, while
those thirty-one and over constitute 14 per cent with all of the
28
Georgia Department of Offender Rehabilitation Report
1972-73, unnumbered pages.
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latter being in the thirty-one to forty year old age
This suggests
group.
that although blacks are overwhelmingly predom-
inant in the younger age categories with 64 per cent
thirty-one as compared to 10 per cent of the whites,
show a disproportionate predominance in the category
to forty years
















with both black respondents and whites comprising
this age group.




























The information on marital status is contradictory in
some instances. The marital profile is quite revealing, however,
and the data is useful for comparison with other segments of
society.
The total percentage of women ever-married is 85 per
cent while the percentage of the sample who currently consider
themselves married is only 28 per cent. Although the marriage
rate of 2 8 per cent appears to be low when compared to findings
of similar studies, it may be accounted for by the fact that a
separate category was provided for those women who considered
themselves to be Separated* for reasons other than the fact of
their incarceration. See Table II for details. Comparable
data on marital status for the state of Pennsylvania reveals
that 30 per cent of the female inmates listed themselves as
29
married.
A particularly interesting fact revealed by the data is
that 3 5 per cent of the sample considered themselves separated
for various reasons which was 7 per cent more than the total
that considered themselves married.
No distinction was made on the questionnaire between
common-law and legalized marriages. It was assumed that if the
29
Margery L. Velimesis, "Criminal Justice For The Female
Offender," Journal of the American Association of University
Women, October 1969, p. 14.
-24-
respondent considered herself to be 'married1, whatever the
circumstances, that that would be sufficient. This absence of
a definition for th.e relationships promoted a tendency for



















The sample represented a variety of living arrangements.
The question which elicited the responses for this category
CAppendix I, no. 11) had several possible answers. As phrased,
the point was to determine whether the inmate was living alone
or with- other people at the time the crime was committed and
the nature of the relationship between individuals sharing
the residence if there was any.
More of the women — 46 per cent — reported living in
households consisting of wife and husband, or wife, husband
and children than any other situation. The percentage of
-25-
respondents in relationships of this type was higher for whites
than for blacks, with 57 per cent or four of the seven whites
as compared to 42 per cent or nine of the twenty-one blacks.
Only 28 per cent of the respondents reported themselves
married (see question 4, Appendix I) at the time the ques
tionnaire was administered. This illustrates a weakness in
the instrument, as mentioned earlier, which resulted from the
absence of defined relationships. Other explanations for the
conflicting data include three respondents who indicated that they
were separated in answer to the question regarding marital
status (number 4, Appendix I) and that they were residing
with their husbands at the time of the crime in answer to
question 11, Appendix I. These separations may be due to
their incarceration, although not stated, as well as to problems
that have arisen between the time that the crime was committed
and the time they were actually incarcerated. Another respondent
indicated that she was widowed but had been living with her
husband at the time of the crime. As the questionnaire upon closer
scrutiny revealed, both her answers were accurate — she was
imprisoned because she was convicted of voluntary manslaughter,
the victim was her husband. Another respondent indicated that
she was married (common-law) and that she was living with an
unrelated male.
Only 10 per cent of the respondents were residing with
their children only and all three respondents reporting this
arrangement were black. They represented 14 per cent of the
-26-
black respondents.
Seventy-five per cent reported living with, at least one
family member; 85 per cent of the black respondents and 57
per cent of the white respondents.
Of the 10 per cent living alone, none were incarcerated
for violent crimes. All of their offenses were within the cate
gory of property offenses.
This section also revealed that no white females reported
living with an unrelated male although 14 per cent of the blacks
did, and no black women reported living with an unrelated
female while 14 per cent of the white women did. Table III








With husband 2 1
With husband and children 7 3
With children only 3 0
With other family members 5 0
With unrelated male 3 0
With unrelated female 0 1
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Table IV. Number and Ages of Children
1 month to 2 years
2 to 5 years
6 to 10 years
11 to 13 years
14 to 18 years
18 and over














Many of the women are mothers and expressed a great
deal of concern about the welfare of their children in informal
conversations. Eighty-eight per cent of the respondents had
children between the ages of eleven months and eighteen years,
6 3 per cent of the children are between the ages of eleven
months and thirteen years. Table V shows a more complete age
distribution.
The children of all but three of the sample respondents
(12 per cent) were in the custody of and residing with family
members. Table VI illustrates the number and relationships of
the children in various custodial circumstances. An interesting
observation from the data is that all three of the women whose
children were not with family members but with either adoptive
or foster parents are white. The two things which immediately
came to mind were: 1) the existence of supportive family
structures within the black community; and 2) the suggestion
that criminal behavior on the part of white women may be considered
more of a social liability than for black women. Although
unable to positively document either statement conclusively>
the data is quite supportive in that the black family members
weres in every instance willing to assume responsibility for
the children. Another interpretation may be that the white
respondents preferred that their children either be in foster
care or adopted rather than with members of their natural
families. No data was collected to ascertain why the children
-29-
were where they were in any instance.
The degree of acceptance that the relatives have for
the inmate mother can play a large role in determining the
attitudes the children develop toward the mother. For example,
if they experience-feelings of shame and contempt there may be
a tendency to alienate the children. They may even go so far,
particularly with very young children, as to tell them that
the mother is dead.
No formal provisions exist for the maintenance of contact
between parent and child. In most instances some anxiety is
relieved if the child or children are left in the care of
relatives. When the relatives are disposed to maintain contact
with the mother, whe may be informed of the development, progress,
problems, etc. of the children via mail or weekly visits.
The forced absence from their children for an extended
period of time is a major source of frustration for many of
the women. The case of women who give birth while in prison is
particularly severe. In some instances the baby becomes a
ward of the state and is adopted, in others a relative may
assume the care and custody of the child. In either instance
the mother is denied the opportunity of experiencing and
participating in the early and most crucial states of her child's
development. The child whom they encounter upon release from
prison is then a stranger. The adjustments that must be made
by all parties to the relationship would be greatly diminished if
a semblance of normalcy could be maintained while in prison.
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GRCW has no regularly scheduled family counseling
sessions. The regular counselors indicated that because of the
inadequacy of staff they are usually confined to crisis inter
vention. They do make telephone calls to family members for
inmates and receive calls from relatives inquiring about
inmates. There is not enough time, however, to get to know
the inmates or to assist them in resolving any family problems
or uncertainties that may exist.
An information sheet provided by the Department of
Corrections states that classes in family planning are held
weekly. The political, economic and social considerations
which influenced the decision to incorporate such a program
are not specifically known. It is, however, one of the few
programs at the institution which overtly seeks to influence
the family life of the inmates.
Table VI,, Educational Attainment, By Race
Highest Grade Black White *
Completed





* one white respondent did not respond
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Table VI,* . Continued









1-3 years of college 2
4 years of college 0
G. Educational Attainment and Training








completed are 9.8. Thirty-three per cent of the total sample
respondents have completed the 12th grade. Although the over
whelming majority of the sample had not graduated from high
school, 32 per cent of those who had not graduated had completed
the tenth grade. Twenty-five per cent had completed the ninth
grade only or withdrawn prior to the ninth grade. One of the
respondents stated that she had completed eight years of formal
classroom instruction but had received a Graduate Equivalency
Diploma while at GRCW.
Racially the statistics were a little more revealing.
Seventy-one per cent of the white respondents had completed the
tenth grade, although only 42 per cent had graduated from high
school as compared to 66 per cent of the black respondents who
completed the tenth grade and 2 3 per cent that finished high school
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One white respondent failed to answer this question
(number 13, Appendix 1), and one black respondent reported
having received no formal education at all.
H. Employment
Closely related to education is their employment history.
A majority, 5 3 per cent, considered themselves to have been
regularly employed prior to incarceration. There was a wide
range of occupations as illustrated in Appendix II. Most are
low status and low paying occupations. Several persons
indicated 'crime' or specific criminal activities as their usual
occupation.
More than 60 per cent of the respondents reported an
income of less than $500.00 per month, 32 per cent indicated
an income of $250.00 per month or less. This 32 per cent
comprised the largest economic category. Four of the respondents
(12 per cent) indicated an income in excess of $700.00 per month--
of these, three stated that their income was derived, at least
in part, from illegal activities. The fourth, while not stating
that a part of her income was derived from illegal activities,
was imprisoned for selling narcotics, which, it is logical
to assume, may have contributed significantly to her income.
Three persons chose not to answer this question, question
17, Appendix I.
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The inmates are currently employed in varied occupations
including laboratory aides, cooks, and nurse's aids. As




The results in this area present several suggestions
for further research. For example, crimes with victims accounted
for 39% of the offenses reported. Included in this category
were murder, manslaughter, aggravated assault, cruelty to a
child and obstruction of a law enforcement officer.
Within this category 7 3 per cent of the offenses were
committed by blacks and 2 7% by whites. When looked at in
terms of the percentage of the racial group participating, there
is much less disparity with *fO per cent of the black respondents
involved as compared to 3 8 per cent of the white respondents.
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VITI, Offense Distribution*
Nature of Offense Total




Cruelty to a child 1
Abandonment 1
Obstruction of a law
enforcement officer 1
Hindering apprehension
of a criminal 1
B. Crimes Against Property 11
Forgery 3





C. Drug Offenses 10
Possession of narcotics 6
Sale of narcotics 4
* Some respondents were serving sentences for more than one offense
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Eight black respondents, 29 per cent of the total samples
were involved in these offenses; eleven per cent (three) of the
sample respondents were white.
Seven of these offenses (crimes against the person)
resulted in the death of the victim — three were classified as
murder, four as voluntary manslaughter. All three 'murders1
were committed by black respondents. Three of the four man
slaughters were committed by blacks and one by a white respondent
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It appears from this distribution that although relative
to their numerical representation in the sample whites were
almost as active in this category as blacks, blacks tended to
be disproportionately more responsible for crimes resulting in
the death of the victim, however, with 8 5 per cent.
In five out of eleven instances the victim was a
relative.
The second major category of offenses is property offenses.
Forty-six per cent of the sample respondents were involved in
property offenses. Sixty-two per cent of the respondents in
this category were black, 38 per cent white.
The blacks in this category comprised 40 per cent of the
black sample respondents; the whites comprised 6 3 per cent of
the white sample respondents, see Table IX for more information.
The third category of offenses was that of drug-related
offenses. All of the offenses in this category were committed
by blacks. Although some white respondents admitted that they
had either used or sold drugs none of them were serving sentences
for drug related offenses.
The status of first offender is generally applied to those
persons who have no previous adult felony or misdemeanor
sentences of seven months or more. Any convictions and/or
sentences that might have been received as juveniles are not
considered in the determination of this status.
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Fifty per cent of the sample were reportedly first
offenders. Two of the seven white sample respondents, 2 8
per cent, were first offenders as compared to eleven of the
twenty-one black respondents, or 52 per cent which seems to
suggest that black women are twice as likely to be sentenced
to a state prisons as first offenders, as are white women.
CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Some segments of society are more likely to be sentenced
to prison than others. One's race, sex, and socioeconomic position
apparently determine, to a large extent, the likelihood of at
some point serving a prison sentence. Black males between the
ages of twenty and twenty-nine of low socioeconomic status appear
in prison statistics out of proportion to their numbers in the
total population.
Georgia!s female prisoners comprise a very small minority
of the prison population — less than 5 per cent. The reasons
for the apparent underrepresentation of women in prisons has
been speculated on by various writers. Although it cannot be
conclusively stated that women commit fewer crimes than men, there
is evidence to support the premise that attitudes toward women's
traditional roles, i.e. wife, mother, nurse, have mediated against
the arrest, conviction and imprisonment of women in many instances.
Female prisoners in Georgia appear to have a very low
priority, possible due to the fact that they represent such
a small portion of the prison population. The low priority
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is reflected in every aspect of prison life including the inade
quate staff, deplorable conditions of the prisons and the absence
of any meaningful programs.
Very little is known about the women. For example, a
counselor with whom I talked prior to administering the ques
tionnaire indicated that most of the inmates were from Atlanta,
the research demonstrated this to be incorrect. An administrator
expressed some concern about the ability of the inmates to
complete the questionnaire due to the fact that many were
functionally illiterate. This too, proved to be incorrect,
only one inmate was unable to complete the instrument without
assistance. These instances of misinformation are not meant
to suggest a widespread condition. However, there is no effort
on the part of the staff or administration of the Georgia
Rehabilitation Center for Women to acquire or maintain informa
tion regarding the social characteristics of individual inmates.
If their efforts were aimed toward rehabilitation, it would
seem appropriate to obtain a comprehensive diagnosis of the
inmate's condition at the time she entered prison, thus providing
an indication of strengths and weaknesses as well as circumstances
that might be particularly stress inducing. Such an evaluation
might also provide a means of determining whether the inmate had
retrogressed or progressed during her term.
This research demonstrated that there are clearly identi
fiable characteristics shared by female criminals which, with
further refinement, may constitute the basis for more conclusively
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delineating a profile of the Georgia female prisoner.
The preliminary data from this exploratory study concluded
the following characteristics of the sample:
1) 71 per cent are black; 29 per cent white
2) the average number of years of education completed
were 9.8
3) 25 per cent of the respondents had graduated from
high school
4) 42 per cent were residing in the county of their birth
5) 70 per cent were born in Georgia
6) 39 per cent of the sample is below the age of 26
7) 42 per cent had six or more siblings
8) 57 per cent were reportedly living in urban areas
(of Georgia)
9) 72 per cent were either separated, divorced or widowed
10) 88 per cent of the respondents with minor children
had left them in the care of a relative
11) 60 per cent had some job training
12) 5 3 per cent had been regularly employed prior to
incarceration
13) 60 per cent made $500.00 or less per month
Also disclosed by the data were:
1) That persons of one race as opposed to another tend
to be more active in one kind of criminal activity than in another
For examples ^0 per cent of the black respondents committed
crimes involving a victim as opposed to 3 8 per cent of the white
respondents — in absolute terms 73 per cent of the offenses
were committed by blacks, 27 per cent by whites.
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2) Among property offenses, although 62 per cent of the
respondents were black and 38 per cent white, the blacks comprised
40 per cent of the black respondents as compared to the whites
who comprised 6 3 per cent of their respective sample composition.
3) In the category of drug related offenses all of the
respondents were black.
4) 50 per cent of the respondents were first offenders
5) 2 5 per cent were imprisoned for murder or manslaughter
6) 32 per cent of the offenses involved a victim
With these data in mind one can proceed to suggest
programs, policies and areas which require further study.
The prison experience can be either a very negative and
damaging one or it may provide the impetus and support for a
more fulfilling and rewarding future. If the prison experience
is basically punitive rather than rehabilitative, the experience
will likely have few positive aspects and probably will return
the inmates to their communities either as they left or in worse
condition. When an adequate staff of trained counselors the
inmates feel comfortable with is acquired, the inmates can
be helped to understand their situation, its causes and ways
of developing themselves beyond their present circumstances.
Additionally, counselling could help to relieve anxieties and
prepare the inmate for re-entry into what may be a hostile environ
ment.
The counselling staff presently at GRCW is much too small
to meet even the minimal needs of the inmate population. There
is one matron per one hundred inmates and only one general
counselor. Their efforts are confined to crisis intervention
and placing telephone calls to family members.
In the area of vocational training the facility is most
inadequate. Most of the women have no marketable vocational
skills, and inadequate education to participate in employ
ment opportunities. More opportunities for meaningful employ
ment within the institution or through work release programs
would greatly enhance the present program. There is presently
no great demand for cooks, maids or laundry workers — thus,
to employ persons in these occupations may be a necessity within
the prison, but it does not negate the necessity for training
persons to become employed in other areas upon release.
A more broadly-based educational program could consider
ably improve the outlook for many of the inmates. It could also
provide the opportunity for a more normal re-entry into society
if more inmates were granted educational releases. At present
there is only one general education teacher and no classroom
facilities.
Since most of the women have children, one means of
reducing anxiety and stress may be to initiate programs that
would facilitate the maintenance of normal relationships. For
example, structured group sessions in which inmates were encour
aged to talk out their anxieties with other may produce supportive
relationships among the inmates and also serve as an avenue of
dissemination for information on child growth and development
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that may take place during their absence. A program of this
kind has been initiated at the Minnesota Correctional Institu
tion for Women and has been successful as evidenced by the
fact that there is a waiting list of women seeking participation.
A second means of maintaining family relationships may
be the initiation of an aggressive program to encourage visits
by family members. Presently the inmates receive visitors
in the dining room. This room offers no privacy and lessens
the likelihood of meaningful communication. More suitable
locations for family visits should be a part of the program
of encouraging family support.
Many of the problems experienced at the prison could
be better addressed by decentralized community treatment centers.
At its present location the women's prison is remotely situated.
There appears to be only one reason for its location in Hardwick,
Georgia and that is to provide personnel for Central State
Hospital. The new facility under construction is also located
in Milledgeville although many people, including a former
superintendent of GRCW, have questioned its being located there.
As a further means of rehabilitation and/or preparation
for release the inmates need to have the opportunity to exer
cise some responsibility and make some decisions. The child
like roles that prison employees force them to assume are
regressive and only serve to make re-entry all the more diffi
cult.
Another suggestion for assigning more responsibility to
the inmates is in the area of compensation for their work.
Although salaries may not be feasible, officials should mini
mally consider a system of credits which can be redeemed either
at the prison store or for earned days off for home visits
and/or days off the original sentence.
This exploratory research has revealed a need for much
more extensive study on virtually every aspect of female
criminal behavior. Essential to research on female criminality
is the conscious effort to transcend the stereotypes associated
with women which are erroneously based on female physiology.
Among these are allegations about the innate deceitfulness of
women, irrationality of their behavior, and the supposition of
emotional imbalance during the generative phases.
It has been suggested that when women are involved in
crimes they are often in association with a man, with the male
as initiator and playing the major role. My findings indicated
that 5 3 per cent of the respondents had committed the offense
(for which they were incarcerated) with a man or that a man
was somehow involved in the offense. A more in-depth study might
determine the nature and extent of male involvement including
the extent to which marriage influences a woman's participation
in crime, i.e. the influence of a husband's or other male
associate's criminal activity and test a hypothesis of
associational etiology.
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Another study might explore the extent to which treat
ment differs for male and female offenders who commit the same
crime under similar circumstances. To be considered would be
rates of arrest, conviction and length of sentence. Other
aspects could include the extent to which the offenders1 life
histories were similar.
Other areas which provide valuable insight are the inci
dence and nature of juvenile offenses, the extent of peer
influence, the influence of community institutions, factors
influencing the nature of one!s participation in criminal activi
ties and the selection of one activity over another. A study
of sentencing practices for crimes with victims including
close scrutiny of individual cases to determine whether there
is a discernible pattern of commission and adjudication might
also provide insight.
Generally speaking, female prisoners in Georgia are
forgotten people. Prior to the sentencing of a young white
coed (in early 1974) to GRCW there had been virtually no interest
in the women who constitute the population of Georgia's women's
prison. That they are predominantly poor and black only adds
to the ease with which they were and continue to be forgotten.
As more attention is focused upon the condition of
females in prison a clearer understanding of them will hopefully
be forthcoming. More research and the initiation of sound
programs geared to rehabilitation rather than punishment will
greatly improve the outlook of female offenders.
APPENDIX I
INMATE QUESTIONNAIRE
Georgia Rehabilitation Center for Women
Date ^__ Time
Respondent's Name ID No
Interviewed By: __^
(For questions 1-3 please fill in the blanks.)
1. Where and when were you born?
Date Month Year City County State
2. How old are you now?
3. What is your race?
The questions in the next section are to obtain information
about your family background. Please answer as fully as you
can. (Some of the questions in this section ask that you mark
an "X" by the appropriate answer, others will require that you
complete a blank.)






5. How many children do you have?
6. What are their ages?
7. Where are your children now?
8. Who is taking care of your children now?
9. Is this person related to your children?
10. Where were you living when the crime you are convicted of
was committed?
Number Street City, State





with your children only
with other family members
with unrelated male
with unrelated female
12. How many brothers and sisters do you have?
The questions in the next section ask questions about your
educational and employment history. Please answer as fully
as you can, (Again, some questions can be best answered by
marking an "X" while others will require a statement.)









14. Have you ever had any job training?
15. If so, what kind of training did you receive and where?
16. Prior to being in prison did you work regularly?
17. What is your usual employment?
18. What is your usual monthly income?
$250.00 per month or less
251.00 - $500.00 per month
501.00 - $700.00 per month
701.00 - $1,000.00 per month
SiOO or more per month
19. What is the source of your usual income?
20. Does anyone else contribute to the income of your household?
21. What crime were you convicted of?
22. What was the sentence?
23. How old were you at the time this crime was committed?
Was there a victim involved?
25. If there was a victim involved, was this person related to
you?
26. If this person was related to you, what was the relationship?
27. Was there another person involved with you in this crime?
Yes __ No
28. Were they convicted of any offense?
Yes No'
29. Was this other person a man or a woman?
If you are a first offender you do not need to answer the questions
in this section.
30. Have you been convicted of any other criminal offense(s)?
Yes No
31. If you have been convicted before, please list the other
offenses and the sentences served.
Offense Sentence
32. How old were you the first time you were convicted of a
crime?
33. What was the first offense you were convicted of?
34. How much time, in all, have you spent in prison?
Thank you very much for your participation. If you have any
questions about the research or would like to see a copy of the
finished paper please feel free to contact me at:
Atlanta University, School of Social Work
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Again, please remember that your name will not appear on any
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